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1. What is the Online Membership initiative?
The Online Membership initiative is an online program through which eligible Catholic men can join the
Knights of Columbus.
The Online Membership initiative is designed to meet to do two things. First, the Online Membership
initiative allows eligible Catholic men to join the Knights of Columbus online, through a streamlined,
optimized process. Second, the initiative provides these members with a newly created and predominately
digital Online Membership experience, which will help them to grow as Knights and as Catholic men, and
will revolve around the four main themes of faith, charity, advocacy, and insurance.
2. How does someone join through the Online Membership initiative?
Men interested in joining the Knights of Columbus through the Online Membership initiative will fill out
an online application. As part of that application, they will attest to their membership eligibility (practical
Catholic men, over the age of 18), will fill out basic demographic information, and will pay dues. The entire
process will take a matter of minutes.
3. What will these members do?
Once they have completed their registration, men who join the Order online will be given access to a webbased Online Membership portal and will begin receiving regular electronic communication from the
Supreme Council. While they will receive a number of other benefits, the digital experience will form the
core of their Knights of Columbus experience.
Content distributed to the member through the portal and direct communication will revolve around the
four themes of: Lead with Faith, Protect Your Family, Serve Others and Defend Your Values.
Through these four themes, these men will not only grow as individuals, but will become acclimated with
the good work and rich history of the Knights of Columbus, thereby strengthening their affinity with the
Knights of Columbus brand, and setting the stage for lifelong, active membership. They will also receive
regular news updates from the Supreme Council, as well as news and event information from their State
Council.
4. Do these members belong to councils?
eMembers do not belong to local councils. Instead, they belong to state divisions. Each jurisdiction will
have one state division, which houses all of that jurisdiction’s eMembers
5. How do these eMembers differ from members of local councils?
Though they have not yet taken the first degree, eMembers are members of the Knights of Columbus. As
members, they have the right to purchase insurance on themselves, their spouses, and their minor children.
As members, they receive Columbia magazine. As members, they receive the free accidental death benefit
(age restrictions apply). As members, they are eligible for participation in the family fraternal benefit.
6. Can Online Members join local councils?
Yes. eMembers can become members of local councils by transferring and taking the First Degree. When
a member finds a local council he likes, he may deepen his involvement in the Knights of Columbus by
converting his membership from his State Division into that local council to take his degrees. Since these
members will not have taken the first degree, that ceremonial will be part of their transition.
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7. How will councils know about these potential new members?
During the application process, applicants will need to provide the name of the parish they attend. There is
a field to indicate if they would like to join a local council, and the opportunity to indicate their preferred
council number if they have one. Both of these tools will generate reports and emails to facilitate the
transition towards local council membership.
8. How would a council admit an eMember into their council?
A transition would be initiated by the local council’s Financial Secretary. The receiving council would
complete a Form 100 for “Transfer” after the First Degree and submit to the Supreme Council. After
transitioning to a local council, the member would retain his online access to the Knights of Columbus
membership experience, but cease paying his membership dues online, and instead begin to pay his local
council’s membership dues. The receiving council would receive the member’s dues adjustment for the
fraternal year.
9. How will state division members be assigned an Agency?
Since state division do not belong to local councils they will be assigned for visibility purposes through the
postal code assignment system.
10. What will these members hear about the insurance program?
The Online Membership experience revolves around four themes: Lead with Faith, Protect Your Family,
Serve Others and Defend Your Values.
The “Protect Your Family” theme showcases the Catholic difference of the Order’s insurance program,
informing eMembers of our business, our Catholic practices, our product lines, and our agents. While
regularly encouraging the eMembers to find and reach out to their field agent, the Online Membership
initiative also provides members with financial literacy such as “Life Insurance 101,” and other professional
resources that help to establish the Knights of Columbus as a trusted friend and advisor.
11. How will we know that prospective eMembers are eligible for membership?
When a prospective member begins the Online Membership application process, the first step is for them
to declare that they are: (1) a baptized Catholic male, (2) 18 years of age or older, and (3) a practical
Catholic.
Once they check those three boxes, and a fourth box which indicates that they agree to abide by the laws
and rules of the Knights of Columbus, they click “proceed to join” and proceed to the next page. They
cannot continue if any of the four boxes have not been checked.
Additionally, before they hit the “proceed to join” button, they are presented with the following message:
"Failure to answer truthfully to any of these declarations, or failure to remain a practical Catholic in union
with the Holy See, renders void your membership in the Knights of Columbus."
Prospects are also required to submit parish information during the application process.
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